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This month’s fourth Sunday 
is 5/28 - M.M.M. at 5:30! 

 

(finishing no later than 7:30) 
 

Join us for a free simple 
supper, followed by 

something for everyone:  
 

Adults: a deep dive Bible 
study with Pastor Clare  

 

Youth with Pastor Michelle,  
 

Kids Fun-Times with Jesus: 
with Pastor Trudy Wackrow 

Sunday Serve 
 

Save the date! Sunday Serve is May 21st! We will 
gather for a short worship service at 10:00am, and 

then break off into groups to work on various 
project to help those in need. This is something we 

do periodically to help our neighbors. 
 

There is a project for every age and ability, such as 
filling manna bags for our homeless neighbors, 
making fidget blankets, singing cards for West 

Riverside Elementary and more!  
 

We are asking for members to bring books from a list of banned books 
that Clare is sending out so that we can make our Little Free Library a 

little Free Diverse Library, so we will need a group to sort and store these 
books! We will have sign-up sheets and more details on the projects 

coming soon! Contact Rev. Jerry for details jbo.1fisher@gmail.com  

 

 

Contact Pastor Dennis for more info: 
aumcdennis@gmail.com 
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 Dylan and Samuel are…  

GRADUATING!!!! 
   

I know- WHAAAT???  How did that happen so 

quickly?  Just yesterday Dylan was a 6-year-old 

newcomer to Jacksonville, adopted from South Carolina by his Daddy, Ted Munn, and his Papa, Reggie 

Fountain.  And it seems like five minutes ago that we were meeting Michelle Sahrphillips’ son, and Katie 

Sahrphillips’ stepson, Samuel, for the first time! But now these two handsome young men are graduating 

from high school and moving on to adult life!  We want to spotlight them this month for all the wonderful 

contributions they have made to God’s work through Avondale United Methodist Church.  

 

Samuel is great with kids and has been a real leader in our youth program, as well as helping out with the 

younger children.  He’s quiet… but when he speaks, people listen, because he has something important to 

contribute.  He is a sensitive and understanding guy who makes a difference with kids who are not as 

comfortable in their own skin.  Samuel is a champion swimmer and  

wrestler and has won all kinds of honors at his school.  

 

Dylan Munn has been helping in important ways at Avondale since his ar-

rival here in 2011.  He has been on our Tech Team for nearly a decade, and 

has now taught others to take the jobs that he previously did for us.  He 

still stands in as a back up technician.  He also offers something that few of 

us at Avondale can provide: a strong back.  When the chore is tough—

lifting a couch for the rummage sale, carrying Christmas decorations up 

and down stairs, helping a fallen person off the floor—Dylan is our man!  

He offers his help unselfishly, week in and week out.  Dylan is someone 

we have counted on for years at Avondale—because we can! 
 

We are so grateful for the ways that Samuel and Dylan have given of themselves at Avondale, and we 

look forward to seeing their spiritual growth in years to come! 

 In  

    the  

 Spotlight 

 Dylan Munn and 
Samuel Sahrphillips 
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From the Archives   
 
 

When most people think of archives, what comes to mind are dusty old 
documents, books, ledgers, and the like. In most Archive Departments, that’s 

exactly what you’ll find. But to me, archives include memories of people, 
events, and experiences as well. Those dusty documents hold so many 

memories that shape and affect lives far into the future.  
 

If you heard my testimony on Easter it was mostly me talking about the 
archives in my memory from growing up in this church. So many people who 
taught, guided, and loved me from my earliest memories. Then they and new 
generations did the same with my sons, helping to raise them up to be good 

and loving men with strong faith. Because all these people were dedicated to volunteering their time and 
talents to the church, their memories have and will continue to live on through those of us who benefitted 

from them and realize the importance of passing these things on to the next generations.  
 

Last week was volunteer appreciation week and oh, do we appreciate everyone who volunteers in any way. 
It’s hard to put in words just how much it matters to the life of the church, to the generations of today and 
tomorrow, and for the legacy you leave. The memories of all the ways you serve will be “archived” in the 

life of the church, affecting lives of people you may never even know. I hope you don’t miss those 
opportunities when they come up and that you know how much you matter.   

Love, Pastor B 

Little Free Diverse Libraries  
 

Beginning in 2021, the Florida Legislature empowered local school boards to remove 
specific books not just from public and school libraries, but even from teachers’ per-

sonal classroom shelves.  Duval County followed suit with a list of 176 books that are 
no longer allowed to be shared with the public or with students.  Among those are 

books focusing on people of non-Christian religions, people of color and their histo-
ries, and LGBTQ+ people and families.  See examples below: 

 

If you would like a copy of the list, please email Office@aumcjax.org  
or pick up a hard copy at church.   

 

Here is what we are doing a Avondale UMC to encourage the public, and espe-
cially schoolchildren to be exposed to true history and social egalitarianism.   

 

1. We, along with local organization 904ward, and Arvada United Methodist 
Church in Denver, are providing for 5 “Little Free Diverse Libraries.”  We have 
converted our own Little Free Library to be Diverse, and with Arvada UMC’s 
help, will have 904ward build and place 4 more Little Free Diverse Libraries.   

 

2. We will ask 5 families in our church to accept responsibility for one Lit-
tle Free Diverse Library, stocking it with the books we are stockpiling at 

church: books that tell the true stories of African American History, and that 
share stories of all kinds of people, including different religions, ethnicities 

and gender identities/orientations.  
 

3. We are asking you, the people of our church, to actually read the books 
on the banned list.  Form book clubs to read the books together.  We want 

to educate ourselves about the elements in books which right wing groups find scary.  We want to know bet-
ter how to help educate these ignorant people by better understanding their fears.  

 

Then we encourage people to share the truth... that knowledge is good, that true history must be learned in 
order to avoid repetition of mistakes from the past, and that all people are God's children.  
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Craft Night! 
 

Do you knit, crochet, decoupage, paint, or just like to color? 
We are starting up craft night again on Monday nights at 7:00 
and everybody is welcome! There will be a short devotion and 
you can bring your crafts to work on or learn a new one from 

someone else as we spend some creative fellowship time 
together. Drop in any Monday and share in the fun and if 
you’re good at teaching something crafty, we are open to 

gaining new talents!  
Contact Pastor Betsy at pastorbetsyc@gmail.com  

Rollin, Rollin, Rollin 
 

We’ll be meeting in the kitchen on Saturday, May 27th at 8:00 a.m. to make 
bag lunches and then heading downtown to hand them out with manna bags. 

We would love to have more folks join us to make lunches and/or give them to 
as many street folk as we can. You don’t have to sign up for both but every time 

we’ve been out we could have given out more than we had so the more hands 
the better! The need is so great and you might be surprised at how sweet and 

grateful most of these folks are. Jesus told Peter 3 times, “If you love me, feed 
my sheep” after his resurrection. I’m pretty sure he meant that for us, too. It 
only takes a couple of hours from start to finish, we hope to see you there. 

Email Pastor B at pastorbetsyc@gmail.com for more information or to sign up.  

Shoebox Ministry 
 

May’s item is Dove or Ivory Bar Soap!  
We ask them to be unscented to protect folk who might have allergies  

We are always in need of shoe boxes! 
. Please bring your new items and place them in one of our designated 

collection bins outside the church office or in the lobby.   
For more info, please call Terry Williamson 904-994-0576 

Complimentary Sunday Brunch 
 

Join Us After Every Sunday Service! 
 

Every Sunday after the service, our hospitality committee provides a light 
brunch for all who show up to worship. If you are new or visiting, please 

stop by the meeting place and have some yummies and fellowship.  
 

Go through the door on the right side of the sanctuary, and follow the signs.  

Digital Greeting Cards 
 

The church is sending out Digital Greeting Cards (eCards) just for you!  
 

It will come from: cards@jaquielawson.com 
 

Be assured that the attachment is safe to open! God Bless You! If we don’t 
have your info, please update us with Patrick in the office at 

office@aumcjax.org 05 904-389-1175 



 

www.aumc jax.org       6 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
 1 

Craft Night 7pm 

2 
Praise Band Rehears-
al 6:30pm 

3 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

 
 

4 
National Day of 
Prayer 
 

Men’s Prayer Break-
fast 7:00am 
 
Frances Jennings’ 
Book Study 9:30am 
 
Pastor Clare’s Life-
Group 6pm 

5 6 
 

7
10:00 am Online and 
In-Person Worship  
 
11am Sunday School 
 
 
 

  

8 
Craft Night 7pm 

9 
Praise Band Rehears-
al 6:30pm 

10 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 
 
 

11  
Men’s Prayer Break-
fast 7:00am 
 
Frances Jennings’ 
Book Study 9:30am 
 
Pastor Clare’s Life-
Group 6pm 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14 
Mother’s Day 
 
10:00 am Online and 
In-Person Worship  
 
11 am Sunday School 
 

 
 

15  

Craft Night 7pm 

16  

Praise Band Rehears-
al 6:30pm 
 
 

17 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 
 
 

18 
Ascension Day 
 

Men’s Prayer Break-
fast 7:00am 
 
Frances Jennings’ 
Book Study 9:30am 
 
Pastor Clare’s Life-
Group 6pm 

19 
 

20 
 

21 

10:00 am  
SUNDAY SERVE 
 
 

 

 

22 

Craft Night 7pm 

23 
Praise Band Rehears-
al 6:30pm 

24 

Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 
 
 

25 
Men’s Prayer Break-
fast 7:00am 
 
Frances Jennings’ 
Book Study 9:30am 
 
Pastor Clare’s Life-
Group 6pm 
 
 

26 
 

27 
8:00 am Rolling on 
the River 

28 

10:00 am Online and 
In-Person Worship  
 
11am Sunday School 
 

 

 5:30pm M.M.M. 

29 
Memorial Day 
 
Craft Night 7pm 
 
 

 

 
 

30 
Praise Band Rehears-
al 6:30pm 

31 
Choir Rehearsal 
7pm 

 
  

  

 
 

 

 

     

We’re on the 

Check us out! 

Follow us on 
Facebook!

Search YouTube 
for 


